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IN AMERICAN HISTORY hereaf¬
ter, in the history of the World
War, September 12 and 13, 1918,
will have a very real significance.

On these days we began our actual par¬
ticipation in the European struggle as

B full grown ally. The date corre¬

sponds to July 1, 1916, in the history of
the new British army, the date on which
Haig began the Battle of the Somme.
Our own beginning was made away out
at the other end of the line and our ob¬
jective was St. Mihiel salient, which for
four years had faced the Allies and in
that time had become one of the really
permanent landmarks in the whole front
from the sea to Switzerland.
The Battle of St. Mihiel, for thus it

ie bound to'be known, has three aspects:
We must view it in relation to the larger
stn-tegy of Foch, and thus as a detail
in the main campaign against Luden-
dorff, comparable with the various
thrusts of Rawlinson, Home, Byng,
Mangin, in the other sectors; we must
view it as a whole in itself, so far as the
local field of operations was concerned;
and, lastly, we must examine it as the
expression in fighting terms of the mean¬
ing of our new American army, now

graduated from necessary but not less
iikrome leading strings and making its
r«cw upon the platform of the world
struggle.
As for the relation of the struggle in

Lorraine to the main battle, to the Battle
of Northern France, since it is essential
to look at the campaign now in pi-ogress
as a single conflict, the explanation is
sin pie. Foch was bound to retain the.
initiative in the whole western field. He
iiad temporarily exhausted the possibili¬
ties of »attack in the sectors between
Rheinis and Ypres. The enemy had, in
some distress and at a great expense in
men and material, retired behind the
Hindenbiirg line, and any effort to get
him out of that line either by man.uvre
or direct attack required time for organ-
ization. Meanwhile it was essential that
the enemy should not have time to repair
his situation, to recover from his disor¬
ganization. The strain must be kept
upon him.

Making Him Bleed From
Yet Another Wound

Wherefore Foch called upon Bershing
to use the First American Army, the
First in every sense, to make one more
of the now familiar local offensives with
a strictly limited objective, geographi¬
cally, but having as its larger purpose
ridd.ng to the ever growing burden of
'lifficulty of the German by exacting a
new loss at a fresh front; making him
bleed from yet another wound when his
need and his desire were to récupérât«}
from old wounds; making him worry for
the safety of a new sector when his
necessity was to concentrate all his
energies on existing perils.

So far as Pershing's battle had any
'arger objective, this was it. He was
not starting for the Rhine or undertak¬
ing to capture Metz. Berlin or the moon
woula have been no more inaccessible at
the moment. He was not even, in the
larger sense, seeking any geographical
elective. He was contributing to Foch's
general scheme, which is to destroy the
armies of Ludendorff by exactly the stra¬
tegy which Grant employed with ulti¬
mate success against the South, namely,
» íessure everywhere, pressure all the
lime, blow after blow until the army
itself is at last broken. It was not the
rapture of Richmond which won the Civil
War; it was the demoralization of the
Confederate army in Richmond, demoral¬
ization the consequence of which was
that when Lee retired from the lines he
had held so long and so gallantly and his
army reached the open country it melted
away.
Vidory in this war can only come

when ludendorff's armies are so beaten
that <bey lose their organization, their
coh< re nee, cease to be armies, and either
surrender or disintegrate. Until this
time comes no decision will be had in the
war. Until it comes no geographical
«objectives have more than limited value,
and that value is entirely comprehended
in the relation these geographical object¬
ives have to the main purpose, in the
degree to which they make it easier foi
Poch to destroy the German armies and
barder for Ludendorff to keep his armies
in being.
And in the main operation, the "big

game," as it may perhaps be described
St. Mihiel was obviously only a detail
We are in'the stage of a bull fight wher
the worrying and weakening of the buli
is si ill m progress, the time and the op-
ponuii'ty to kill have not yet arrived
We have got to wear the enemy out; hi
has been weakened by losses of materia:
and men in half a dozen partial conflicts
partis;! because they were not and coulc
not be decisive. St. Mihiel was to be on(
mote. As such it was to be a splendid
success, but it must not be mistaken foi
^ometh'ng more considerable. It bore
th. sa-ie relation to the whole battle ol
Northern France as the activity of s

regiment bears to that of a division or a

corps in a man.uvre. It was a part and
it had rie- separate and individual value.

In the second place we have to examine
the history and geography of the St.
Mihiel salient. Between the Meuse and
Mié Moselle rivers in the old French
province* of Lorraine and north of the
cry of Toul lies a broad plain, the Plain
of the Woëvre, relatively flat, marshy
and s.rewn with forests and with small
ponds or lakes. Going westward from
the ¡Vloi'elle valley, from Metz to Verdun,
fir e>;implo, you cross this plain and
arrive, half a dozen miles east of the
Mouse, at the foot of an, escarpment, a
n Ige wholly like the sand dunes rising
alo*!:, the seashore. The rise is abrupt
..500 feet in places-.and .standing on
this escarpment and looking out upon
the plar'n at sunrise you have the impres¬
sion of looking out upon the sea.

luis ridge is known on the maps as
the Heights of the Meuse (the Côtes de
Meuse of French geography)« It is ob¬
viously of real military value because it
is the first natural obstacle to an invader
coining east out of Metz and intending
for the plains of Northern France. The
French military books describe it as the
"Dike of the North," and it fairly re¬
sembles a dike, stretched from the fort?
of Verdun to those of Toul. Along this
dike the French had constructed various
forts, covering the crossing of the Meus»
and the entrance to the little valleys bj
which passage from the Woëvre to th-
Meuse valley was easiest. Vaux anc
Douauhiont, the famous Verdun forts
are among those commanding the route«
from the Woëvre to the Meuse.

'"I^he Bulwark Regains its
A Old Military Value
In the Marne campaign the German

did not attack this dike, because the;
came south out of Belgium and Luxem
burg and thus got behind it, almost en

veloping all the «French troops from Ver
dun right down to Toul, who stood upoi
the dike facing both ways with eñem;
troops east and west of them. But afte
the Marne the Germans were throw
back from the country behind the dik
to the line of Verdun-Rheims, and th
bulwark regained its old military valu«
It covered the flank of all the Frene
armies fighting west of the Meuse,
was the foundation of the whole wester
stretch of the French defence system.
Having failed at the Marne the Gei

mans had in September, 1914, to recor
struct their plans, and they conceived c
an operation which should seek to er
velop Verdun. The Crown Prince ws
to come south, west of Verdun an
across the Paris-Châlons-Verdun rai
way, another army was to come east 01
of Metz, break through the dike midwa
between Verdun and Toul, and the tw
armies were to join hands behind Ve;
dun, surrounding it and presently cap
uring it.
By the third week in September th

double thrust was well in progress; it

Crown Prince was driving south from
Montfaucon and had taken Várennos.
Meantime a German army had come out
of Metz, climbed the Heights of the
Meuse, half way between Toul and Ver-
dun, broken through the dike, captured
the little city.of .St. Mihiel on the Mouse,
with the strong Fort Camp des Romains
above it. and iiad forced the passage of
the Meuse. On September 25 St. Mihiel
feil and the Kaiser sent a message of
jubilation to his wife, which thrilled ail
Germany.
But once more William was destined

to be disappointed. Joffre had already
begun his great turning movement be-
tween the Ois«« and the Somme, and in
short order all available German troops
had to be hurried from Lorraine I o
Picardy, to Artois and presently to Flan-

i ders. Here is an admirable example of
the value of the initiative. Joffre had
won it in the principal field at the Battle
of the Marne. Before Moltke could re-
gain it by an operation in a field still
subsidiary Joffre employed it, still in the
main field, and Moltke had to drop his
own little strategy and run westward to
prevent Joffre from reaching the flank
and rear of all the German armies north
of the Aisne.
As a result St. Mihiel disappeared

from the battle news, and when the lines
at last stabilized the Germans occupied
in this region a salient something like
the still more famous British salient of
Ypres, but larger and far more defen¬
sible, because while at Ypres the Kaiser's
troops sat on the Messincs-"Whitesheet"
Ridge, as spectators sit on raised seats
at a stadium, and looked down upon the
British in Ypres the Germans at St.
.Mihiel occupied a portion of the Heights
of the Meuse and at Hattonchatel the
highest crest of all the hills, nearly 1,40C

j feet above sea level and sweeping the
whole Woëvre Plain. A spur of outlying
hills to the south, moreover gave the
Germans a protected valley by which t<
reinforce their troops and munition them
and along this valley from Thiaucourt
where it met an existing railway, thej
constructed a strategic railroad to facili
täte transport. Despite its odd shape
the character of. the country thus mad«
this St. Mihiel position one of the mos
defensible along the whole line, as th«
French were presently to find out.
We have seen that the St. Mihiel oper

ation was-originally undertaken in con
junction with an operation to the north
designed to envelop Verdun. It had no
succeeded, but by the occupation of St

I Mihiel and the little village of Chauvron
court, across the river, the Germans ha«
cut the Toul-Verdun railway, one of th
two lines serving Verdun which wer
vital to its defence. In the same fashio
the Crown Prince at the north, while h
had been checked, had come south fa
enough so that, when the moment cam«
he could with his long range guns forbi
to the French the use of the Verdur
Paris railroad, and then Verdun woul
be without any adequate rail communies
tion.

Höre was the foundation of the Ger¬
man attack upon Verdun in February,
1916. In addition, holding Fort Camp
des Romains, the Germans, likewise with
heavy artillery, commanded the Paris-
Nancy railway north of Commercy, but
this was less serious for the French, be¬
cause a detour line could lie constructed
around the zone of fire, borrowing ex¬

isting lines to Gondrecourt, but at the
least this added twenty or thirty miles
to the distance between Paris and the
eastern frontier and imponed certain
handicaps on transport.

Recognizing the threat of. the St.
Mihiel salient to Verdun, Joffre, the mo¬
ment his hands were free, sought in Feb¬
ruary? 1915, to pinch out the salient by
an attack on its northern side, where it
came down off the Heights of the Meuse
into the Woevre Plain. We had then the
fighting about Les Epargfes, which, after
heavy losses, came to nothing. In the
summer Joffre tried again, this time
above Pont-à-Mousson and on the line
between the Moselle and the Meuse, but
his efforts came to nothing. The salient
stood, and in the next winter it was an
essential detail in the Verdun offensive
of Falkenhayn.

The St. Mihiel Sector Was
Quiet for a Time

After Verdun had been saved the
French built a new railroad from Bar-le-
Duc straight up to Verdun, out of range
of German artillery, and the St. Mihiel
salient lost its chief value. It was still a
nuisance, but the French were unable tc
waste the men or pay the price in casual¬
ties necessary to reduce it, because the
gain would not be sufficient to make the
investment profitable. As a result St
Mihiel became a quiet sector, and as
such it was used as the training from
for several of our American division;
when we began to get to France in sorm
strength.
"When American troops in large num

hers began to be available, however, St
Mihiel assumed a different aspect fo;
the Allied commander in chief. He couh
now afford to spend casualties in takinj
the position, since by taking it he coul«
improve his own communications, achiev
certain necessary preparations for late
and more considerable offensive opera
tions, and in taking it he might inflic
upon the Germans a defeat which woul
have a moral value and a loss in men an
in supplies, guns and munitions whic
would have a .material value.

Accordingly Pershing was asked to rt
duce the St. Mihiel salient with thes
purposes in view: First, to make th
enemy trouble in a new area and compi
him to occupy reserves of men and gun
in.covering Metz and the adjoining Brie
iron mines, from which Germany derive
the larger part of her iron ore used i
her manufactures, thus preventing hii
from using the same men and guns fui
ther west, where the main masses of tr
Allies were preparing further attack;
second, to abtflish the German hold upo
the Heights of the Meuse, which mac

impossible a later Allie«! push out from
Verdun to the all-important Briey iron
district; third, to eliminate German hold
upon the Verdun-Toul railway, which
always carried with it a certain threat
to Verdun and the German position upon
the flank of any later Allied offensive
east of the Moselle toward the Rhine, be-
tween Metz and Strassburg,
We shall see next year a great Ameri¬

can offensive into Alsace-Lorraine, and
such an offensive would be handicapped
if the Germans still commanded the
shortest and most direct line of commu¬
nications between Paris and Nancy and
also were in a position to strike at »Allied
communications from St. Mihiel. To
take a parallel, before Haig. began his
great offensive in Flanders last year he
had to seize the Messines Ridge, which
gave the enemy observation and a con¬
venient base for attack on his own troops
preparing an advance. Thus, in a sense,
St. Mihiel was the foundation of two
later operations, one eastward from Ver¬
dun to Briey, another eas'tward from
Nancy into »Alsace-Lorraine. Moreover,
the two might ultimately be combined
into an enveloping movement around
Metz, exactly like that which the Ger¬
mans had attempted with respect to Ver¬
dun in 1914 and again in 191G. But
again, it is necessary to recall that the
main purpose bad the present, not the
future, in view and to increase the diffi¬
culties of Ludendorff in facing the exist¬
ing problem in the west.
The main attack of Pershing had nat¬

urally to be from the south side of the
St. Mihiel salient, because here the
ground was more favorable and the of¬
fensive could be made on a wider front,
while owing to the tangled nature of the
hills on the north side an advance on
this side could only be made after thi
enemy had become weakened by the at¬
tack on the exposed side. The problerr
was simple in the extreme. Pershinf
had to advance a matter of eight or ter
miles due north from the St. Mihiel-Pönt
à-Mousson line; such an advance woulc
cut all the lines of communication fron
Metz to St. Mihiel in the Woëvre Plain
meantime, a slighter advance along th«
heights would cut the roads leading ove
the hills' to the German rear.

If the two forces advancing behind th'
nose of the salient could meet, and thei
meeting place was Vigneulles, before th«
Germans could get out of the pocket
then the Germans in the salient woul
be trapped and have to surrender; in an
event a large number of prisoners woul
be taken and a big haul of guns. Bu
it was essential that the American
should complete the ring behind the Ger
mans, and do it promptly, because if th
first assault were stepped the German
would have time to retire out of th
trap, even if they were unable pernu
nently to hold the line. This was whii
happened in the case of the Marne sa
lient; Mûngin did get forward fa
enough to compel the Germans to retir
out of the salient, but he could not ac
vanee far enough or fast enough to bloc

their retreat, and therefore most of the
Germans in the Marne salient got away.
As it turned out the Germans were

prepared to quit the salient whenever a
serious attack should be made; they had
withdrawn some of their heavy guns and
they were expecting an attack, but they
were not prepared for so heavy an at¬
tack or so swift a push forward, for
when our American troops got started
they broke all records in the pace they
set and the distance they covered with¬
out any real pause. Thus all the Ger¬
man plans for an orderly retirement un¬
der pressure were upset: many thousands
of prisoners and many guns were capt¬
ured. But on the other hand a certain
number of Germans escaped, because
plans had been made for a prompt re¬
treat.

After midnight on Thursday, Septem¬
ber 12, our artillery preparation began,
and at 5 o'clock our troops went in on
the whole front from Xivray to Fey-en-
Haye, south of the salient, and on a
shorter front on the north side. Rather
less than twenty-four hours later the
attacking waves from the two sides of
the salient met at the village of Vi-
.gneulles; the salient was thus abolished;
all the German troops west of this noose
were either prisoners or destined to be¬
come prisoners. The American line
straightened out, facing eastward toward
Metz, well beyond Thiaucourt; all of the
German positions on the Heights of the
Meuse had been taken; the line now rar
straight from the Heights of the Meuse
near Vigneullës, to the Moselle well be
low Pont-à-Mousson.

A merican Overeagerness
.i-~-»- Proves Advantageous
Up to this point no local operation ii

the whole war had been a more complet-
success. American troops had shown
certain overeagerness which carrie
them beyond their objectives, but th
Germans had disclosed a lack of determ:
nation which made the American ovei
zeal advantageous rather than costljSeven German and Austrian division
upward of 90,000 men, had been èr
gaged, nearly 25,000, more than a quai
ter, had been captured, and the toti
German loss must have exceeded 40,00
men, thus putting all seven divisions a
fected out of the reckoning for a Ion
period of time, since their aggregate lo:
had been above 50 per cent.

In its larger phase the St. Mihiel ba
tie was over on the second day, althouc
the Americans .were still pushing oi
toward that line which the Germans hi
constructed across the base of the S
Mihiel salient against just such {
emergency as had now arrived. Mea
time, French and American troops i
side the new front were systematical
"mopping up" the Germans in the o
salient, whose road of retreat had d
appeared. So rapid had been the i
tirement of "Fritz"' that practically ¡
of the thirty* villages in the salient we
intact. Secretary Baker and Genei

The American Of-
fensive Paves
WayforDrive
in Alsace-
Lorraine
Copyright, 1918,

New York Tribune Inc.

Pershing, with General Pétain, vin
able to enter St. Mihiel on the Fridav
Pershing's birthday, there to be wel¬
comed by inhabitants who had been
prisoners for four years.

Such in its vaguest outlines was the
Battle of St. Mihiel, in which ¿lore
Americans fought side by side than in
any battle in our history; in which more
men were engaged on both sides than
in any battle in which an American
army under an American general had
ever fought, in which a larger unintep
runted advance was -made in one dav
than in any one day of the four yeaft
of war on the West front, in which
more prisoners were taken than in any
twenty-four hours of the war on the
French front, in which a larger area of
French territory was liberated than in
any equal period since the lines stabil¬
ized in 1914.
We shall do well to recognize the

whole truth : we did not encounter
picked German troops; we did hot con¬
front such obstacles as Mangin's armor
was fighting before St. Gobain. The
enemy had prepared to leave the St Mi¬
hiel district when he was attacked, and
we are not to conclude that our troops
are henceforth to prove irresistible
wherever they strike or that they dis¬
played a final mastery of modern war¬
fare. To reach such conclusions is to
open the way for future disappoint¬
ments and disillusionment. But we di'l
more than any military man, Ger¬
man or Allied, would have expected of an
American army at this time last year,
more than they expected when the of¬
fensive was planned, for we did all that
could be expected at one bound. A?
they say in the newspaper world, there
was no "second day story," the thing
was complete in the first chapter, per¬
haps the best short story of the whole
four years of war.

And we have a right to be proud, tío*
for ourselves, but for our men, officen
and soldiers. Siecheprey, Cantigny.
even the Second Marne were brave an«!
splendid achievements, but our part in
them was either small or the affair it¬
self inconsiderable. In them was re¬

vealed the spirit of our men, out they
were only a forecast of St. Mihiel. That
was, as the British would say, our first
"full dress show"; it entercó America
in the semi-finals of the World War as

a real contestant.

Victory Unsurpassed
in Completeness

The moral value of the success, then,
is incalculable. To have failed, on the
military side, would have been of litt!»
consequence ; even failure would have
exerted pressure in a new field and par¬
tially accomplished Foch's purpose, but
on the moral side failure would have
brought discouragement to war-weary
peoples in Europe, who are continuing to
bear a strain, almost intolerable, because
of their faith in what we are to do. Bat
when, instead of failing, we did our part
briefly, utterly, brilliantly, began our
war with a victory unsurpassed in com¬

pleteness in the whole history of the
warfare of positions, the "lift" for our
allies was immeasurable and promptly
revealed. As for the enemy, for him
St. Mihiel was also a portent, a reminder
of what the Lusitania had meant in his
history and in ours.

Looking to the future we shall oo

well to remember that our first victory
has been won in Lorraine, and our task
will not be completed until our armies
have restored Metz and Strassburg, Al¬
sace and Lorraine, to France. But lay¬
ing aside the future for a moment, re¬

membering all the doubts, hesitations,
disappointments of the years since the
war began, all the humiliations which
the first years had for our own country«
it is difficult to imagine a more glorio«
event than our victory at St. Mihiel«
won in no small degree by soldiers coin¬
ing from southern states; won ¡n a meas¬
ure by men representing many alien
strains and not a few races, with some
of whom we are at war; won as a re¬

sult of the long training on European
soil and in eager study of French r.ieth-
oVls; won by the use of weapons pro¬
vided in some cases by our allies antí **

most cases modelled on our allwi
weapons, but won by Americans, com¬
manded by American officers and re¬

vealing in its progress qualities whiw
are characteristically American.

In our own natioral history, there¬
fore, as in world history, the Battle ot
St. Mihiel will have an enduring place;To thfe world it announced the arrival
of America in her appointed place in

the battle line of civilization; to Ameri¬
cans it means a reassertion of the funda¬
mental unity and solidarity of the Amer¬
ican people. The road from Concord
Bridge to the heights above the M*¦.«*.
is long, but it runs straight, and a'oHf
it men are still led by the same iove ö

liberty and service of democracy Wow»l
was revealed in our first battle morn»*
nearly a century and a half ago,

A


